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LETTER I. 


LADY JANE GREY 


T0 


* 


LADY ANNE GREY. 


——— ʒ-öömürr: 


How painful, my deareſt friend. "= 2 
and couſin, is this our firſt ſeparaa 
tion !—in vain does nature, in the 
delightful dreſs of May, preſent 
Vor. I. B her 
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her opening charms to my ſenſes, 
and -endeavour to compoſe and 

exhilarate my ſoul, by the chear- 

ful woodland ſong—the floweret's | 
blooming tints and refreſhing fra- 
grance——the gilded Aurora, or 


ſerene Heſperus—the voice of the 
chearful ſhepherd carols in vain 


in vain the more poliſhed notes 

of refined muſic——or the en- 

chanting beauties of Grecian poetry 
ſolicit my attention — the whole 

of the harmonious feaſt is taſte- 

leſs, while unparticipated with the 

friend of my heart. 
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You are about to be preſented 
to that Court which J have never 
yet ſeen, and feel, I know not 
why, a ſhivering at my heart 
whenever 1 but think of ſeeing 


. 1 
* 1 
It, I 


That ſeries of hiſtory, which we 
have .read together, how frequent- 
ly has it inſpired us with a diſguſt. 
of Courts and Royalty. | 


We know not the world by 
our own experience, but hiſtory 
affords us the experince of ages; 
and, alas, where have we found 

Princes better or happier chan 
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the meaneſt and moſt obſcure pea- 
fant? 


How weighty their cares? how 
embittered their- pleaſures? how in- 
ſecure their greatneſs ! 


What would ! give, my couſin, 
had I been born in a more hum- 
ble ſtation. The bare poſſibility 
of being a Queen, is a ſource of 
uvneaſineſs to me, though it is 


very improbable I ſhall ever be 


2 


one. 


But your lively diſpoſition may, 


perhaps, be dazzled with the charms 
and 


LADY JANE GREY, '. TE 


and pleaſures of the Court; and 
you may no longer reliſh thoſe 
ſimple, but rational amuſements, 
which we enjoyed together, and 
which, without you, are become 


unintereſting to me. 


Is it not probable, alſo, that 
the noble youths of England will 
flock around my fair couſin, and 
ſolicit that heart which 1 have 
prized as my own treaſure ? 


But then, how divided will be 
your affections, and how greatly 
will the torch of love obſcure and 


eclipſe the lamp of friendſhip ? 
| | B 3 — Ah! 
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Ah! that it may not wholly 
extinguiſh it 


What a cruel diſtance alſo may, 


perhaps, divide us vou muſt 


accompany a huſband, while I, who 


never wiſh to know the magic 
influence of love, ſhall be left to 


prove it in ſolitude, that nothing 


in life is deſireable without the 
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friend—the ſiſter of my heart. 
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Ah! my Anne, haſten from the 


inſiduous Court, to the once de- 
lightful ſhades of S——, Haſten 


: if to your Jane 


ſpeedily come, 


and impart to her all you have 
ſeen, and all you have felt, nor 
let 


4 


LY 
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let my heart pine for your abſence. 
My letters will remind you of 
me — let me not expect, in vain,, 


the ſpeedy return of yours. ; 
Farewell, 
JANE GREY. 
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ments, it brings with it obligations 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


| — — ——v— 


IAM a little recovered from thoſe 


excited—and have been indulging 
this reflection, that we ſhould not 
live to ourſelves, becauſe ſociety 
has claims on our exertions for its 


happineſs. 


That though our exalted ſtation 
enables us to chuſe our employ- 


to 


LADY "JANE GREY, ? 15 


to public uſefulneſs, which thoſe 
are not under, whoſe neceſſities 
compel them to attend on their 
daily labour. And that our talents, 
however common they may be, yet 
when drawn out, and cultivated by 
a ſuperior education, have far higher 
ends than merely to amuſe us, or 
flatter our ſupercilious pride. Vie- 
ed only in this light, they become 
contemptible, and often render wo- 
men, of an excentric education, 
objects of ridicule. 


Such women are too apt to neglect 
the proper duties of their ſex and 
character, and become ſolicitous to 
be admired for a few uſcleſs ac- 

compliſh- | 
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compliſhments, . which they would: 
be much: more amiable without. 


» 


When my father choſe to give 
me ſome ideas of philoſophy, and 
the learned languages, and prevailed 


on your's, that we ſhould be edu- 


cated together, with our couſin the 
Royal Edward, you cannot but re- 
member how ſtudious they were 
to inculcate theſe ſentiments upon 
our minds; and to- inſpire us with 
humility, at the ſame time that 
the fields of ſcience were. opening 
before us. 


Delightful inſtructors . What 


moſt intereſting and pleaſing truths 


did 


LADY JANE GREY; 17 


did you gradually unfold to us, as 
our ripening judgments could re- 


ceive them? What noble dif- 
coveries did you make to our aſto- 


- niſhed faculties, in the wonders of 
natural philoſophy, and,. above all 
things, the greater wonders: of re- 
vealed truth? What gratitude't 
What humanity! What hopes 
What delight have we felt in our 
glowing boſoms, as we attended, 
with fixed attention, to our revered 
tutor ?—And as we liſtened to his 
gentle precepts, for. the conduct oft 
our lives, how have our meeting 
eyes read the feelings of each 
others heart! while the falling tear 
has tacitly imparted to our de- 
lighted 
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pleaſures together ? 
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lighted perceptor, the . impreſſion 
which his leſſons made on our 


tender minds? 


O ye delightful days and years 
of peaceful inſtructian; enlivened 
with many a chearful ſong and 
animated dance; with many a ſo- 
cial Tide and walk, as well ag 
many a rural ſport, which our ſu- 
perior birth prevented us not from 
ſharing with the neighbouring 


— 


gentry.— Shall we ever again en- 


gage in thoſe purſuits; taſte thoſe 


Why cannot 
be permitted to continue the 


enjoyment of ſuch a life, under 


the protection of my noble father? 
— Alas! 


LADY JANE GREY, 19 


— Alas! why, young as I am, muſt 
my tender parents be thinking of 


parting with me? 


Already, my Anne, have they 
been talking to me of marriage; 
informing me of the names of lov- 
ers who have ſeen and ſought me; 
but -only hinting at the reſt, leav- 
ing it to time to expatiate on the 
merits of Lord Guildford Dudley, 
and of the advantageous alliance it 
will be for me. 


Lord Guildford I have never 
ſeen, nor have I ever yet ſeen any 
man, who has for a moment en- 
gaged my attention as a lover. I 
have 
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have admired ſenſe and merit where- 
ever I have found it, -in- the circle 
of my acquaintance, as far as my 
weak judgment would allow me to 
diſcriminate, but the name of love 


has ever .been dreaded by me. 


Surely my father will not urge 
me to marry, while a ftranger te 
the paſſion; and at preſent I think 
I hall never experience it. My 
honored parents, my fiſter, and 
you, my Anne, fill up the inmoſt 
receſſes of my heart; yet it is nat 
ſo much engroſſed, as not to leave 
ample room for philanthropy; and, 
indeed, I ſhould hate myſelf could 
I, who am placed in fo favoured 


a lot, 
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a lot, exclude the diſtreſt from my 
compaſſion, or the indigent from 
my aſſiſtance, 


The beſt wiſhes of thy Jane at- 
tend thee, my Anne. 


Farew el J. 


LETTER 
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SS ATTRR . 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


I FIND you are univerſally ad- _ 


mired, my dear couſin, and ſur- 
rounded by a train of flattering 
lovers whenever you appear in pub- 
lic.— This I was informed of by 
.a gentleman, who 1s lately arrived 


from court. 


You ſay, only, that the novelty 
pleaſes you at preſent; but that you 


datly 7 


'Laby AH RET. 23 
daily reflect on all you have heard 
and read of the Sirens of that en- 


chanted circle, and diſtruſt yourſelf. 

Dear admirable girl, may thy fweet 

humility, thy lively mirth, and 
tranquil heart, be never exchanged a 
for havghty airs, obſequious flat- 

tery, wild ambition, and deſigning 

artifice, which rob the mind of its 

tranquility, and the check of * 
| bloſſom. | 4 1 5 5 


Be not forgetful of your reli 
gious duties, my couſin; the viva- 
city of your diſpoſition expoſes you 
to many ſnares, which we have: 
been told are laid in the great 
Vo. L I. C world | 
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world, for the credulous and un- 
„„ Eng 


„How ſhall I rejoice at your re- 
turn? 1 fear 1 ſhall not find you 


the ſame vnaffected friend once 


knew you: but away with thoſe 


fears: is not your heart the ſeat of 


innocence and virtue? has it not 


been early ſown with > every prin- 
ciple of ſacred piety, with the ſeeds 


of every moral duty ? has - it not 


been early taught to ſcorn all 


meanneſs, all inſincerity ? ? though 


ſo young, is not your judgment 


mature? Let me not then diſtruſt 


either the head or heart of my 
. friend, 


| 


* 


LADY” JANE GREY, 25 
friend, but commit her to the pro- 
tection of that Providence, whoſe! 
care has hitherto defended her. 


| My mind Is not ſo cheerful as 
it uſed to be. ——l earneſtly wiſh + 
for your preſence. — 1 want to 
communicate a thouſand things to 
you, which I cannot write. — This 
Lord Guildford——a dread of ſee- 


, 


ing him——a fear of offending my 
much-loved parents, by not being 
able to approve of him; a dif- 
inclination to be married ſo young: 
all thoſe reflections continually agi- 
tate my mind with a painful ſoli- 
citude. Beſides all this, I diſlike 
the family of Lord Guildford. =_ 


2 His 
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His father, the Duke of Nass 
thumberland's ambition, is but too 
well known to our houſe 3 and the 
-indignities Lord Somerſet ſuffered _ 
from bim, who was at laſt the 
principal cauſe of his untimely fate, 
An alliance with that haughty 
and artful nobleman I foreſee a 
thouſand evils, — 
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Adieu, haſten to your 
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FETTER lv. 


LADY. ANNE GREY: 
T O 
LADY JANE OA N. 


T HAVE at laſt been preſented 

to the Royal Edward, and 'was gra- 
cCiouſly received; but if 1 always 
loved and admired him as one 

child loves another, in our happy 

infantile days, how was I dazzled 

with admiration, when 1 beheld his | 

youthful and elegant form; his lucid | 
C3. eyes 
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eyes ſoftened with the mild beams 
of ſweet benevolence ; that air of 


dignity, ſoftened by affability, which 


diſcovers ſuperior worth and ta- 


. lents,—I cannot find language to 


expreſs my feelings. 


I knelt down, and was intending 


reſpectfully to Kiſs his hand, but 


he haſtily took mine. No, it 


muſt not be, my dear Lady Anne, 


the companion of my happy hours 


of childhood, when I was a ſtran- 


| gcr to the forms and reſtraints of 


royalty. — He faluted me, and 
continued — It is with extreme 


pleaſure that J ſce you, and any 
of the Duke of Suffolk's family; 
i dn, 


4 
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you will honor my court with 


your preſence ſometime, I hope. 


J felt myſelf very much embar- 
raſſed, but anſwered him as cheer- 
fully and freely as I could. I have - 
fince frequently injoined friendly 
converſations with him, in company 
with my father, or Lady Dudley, 
when he has treated me like a ſiſter; | 
has been as playful i in wit, as full of 5 
entertaining vivacity, as he ved to 25 
be when a boy; though highly im- 
proved by ripened underſtanding, the 2 
accompliſhments of education, and 


the poliſh of a court. 


| But ſhall I tell you a. ſecret? E 
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find thoſe interviews dangerous; 


there are none in Edward's court 


like their monarch: and though 1 
have many admirers, I can liſten 


to none of them; he alone is the 
ſovereign of my ſoul.— But I have 


no hope; Edward has been too 
much accuſtomed to conlider me as 


his ſiſter, to think of me in any 
other. light: beſides, Edward is a 


King; he muſt ſeek an alliance 


with ſome foreign Princeſs, and it 
is imagined that he ſtill retains an 


attachment to the beautiful Mary 


of Scotland. 


IT am convinced there is no 


hope, and, if it was in my power, 


1 would 
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I would fly from his preſence be- 
fore my heart is too far entangled; 
but 1 am obliged to remain here. 


What would my father think, if 
expreſſed a wiſh to leave him 
almoſt as ſoon as I arrived? Surely 
he would think, the Duke of Suf-- 
folk's family had engroſſed all my 
affections, and annihilated. the na- 


tural love which I owe my own. 


No, I muſt ſtay here; but I will 
converſe with the King as little as 


I poſſibly can. 


Fear not, my dear Lady. Jane, 
that your noble parents will. force 


your 
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your inclinations in your choice of 
a huſband, —T have often ſeen 
Lord Guildford Dudley at Lady 
Dudley's, where you may imagine 
your ſiſter's company very fre- 
quently attracts me. He is one 
of the handſomeſt, and moſt ac- 
compliſned young noblemen about 
the court, and the moſt intimate 


boſom friend of his royal maſter: 
they are, indeed, congenial ſouls in 


taſte and virtue. 


Examples of vice, vanity, and 
trifling, are not wanting in Ed- 
ward's court, though that from the 
throne is ſo bright a one: but be 
aſſured, my charming. couſin, that 
I can 


—— 
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J can be in no danger of imitat- 


ing thoſe follies and vices, while 


I have Edward's brightneſs before 
my face; for I can ſee nothing 


elſe, and deteſt every | thing which 
he diſapproves. I felt no leſs ſen- 
ſibly than yourſelf, my ſeparation 
from the friend. of my heart: it 
was happy for me to. meet Lady 


Catherine in town, as her company, 


in ſome meaſure, ſupplies your 


place, 


We are now, as when with you; - 
almoſt. inſeperable. Lady Dudley is 
perfectly friendly, and contribytes 
all in her power to keep me in 


town, by her aſſiduity to find en- 
tertain ment 
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tertainment for me; but I fhall 
| gladly return to the happy ſhades 


of S——, as ſoon as my father 


will part with me. 


The advance of ſummer renders 
London difagrecable, and 1 am 
tired of thoſe amuſements which 
novelty alone. attracted my attention 
to. I am conſcious of an unhap- 
pily placed affection, and the diſci- 
pline and reſtraints which my rea- 
ſon impoſe on my thoughts and 
behaviour when with the King, 


render my fituation here a painful 


One. 
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We were deſigned by our 
Creator unavoidaly to ſuffer from 
our own unruly paſſions, the moſt 
virtuous ok, which unreſtrained, would 
be a ſource of miſery to us; but 
the lamp of reaſon was given us to 
illuminate our doubtful path, and 
conduct us back to wiſdom : and 
when retirement” ſhall again yield 
me more leiſure for reflection, and 
abſence leſſen the impreſſion I have 
received, I hope my dear Jane 
will ſtill find in me her own 


ANNE GREY. 


LETTER 


LATTEA v. 


LADY IANE GREY 
To. 
LADY ANNE GREY. 
— >———_—__ — 


IN my laſt letter 1 writ you that 
a Gentleman from Court had given 
me an account of your 'Ladyſhip, 
of whom he ſpoke in the higheſt. 


I was much pleaſed with his 


- yet 


appearance and converſation 
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yet felt a confuſion and reſtraint, 
when converſing with him, which 
abated my pleaſure. - He has been 
at my father's a fortnight, and is 
aſſiduous to ingratiate himſelt in 
my favour. Indeed, I have never 
been ſo much attached to the com- 
pany of any man, except my fa- 
ther, 


But that I. may not be diſinge- 
nuous ro the friend, to whom 1 
| ought to reveal every ſenſation and 
folly of my heart, I will freely ac- 
knowledge a ſentiment which lies 
on my conſcience like guilt, and 


which I know not how to account 
for——but I really feel quite un- 
5 | eaſy 
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eaſy, when J hear the prater of my 
. abſent friend, from the lips of Sir 
. Witham Morley. Can it be envy? 
is it poſſible ſo baneful a paſſion 
could find admittance into the heart 
col your Jane? 


1 feel myſelf now leſs anxious 
for your return, and begin again 
to reliſh thoſe parties of amuſe- 
ment, in which Sir William joins 

(din company with my parents) and 
in which he pays me the ſole at- 
a tention. . * 


I ſometimes begin to diſtruſt my 
heart, and fear it is giving way, 


imperceptibly, to a growing paſſion 
| - tr 
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for this agreeable ſtranger, and that 
what I have, condemned in myſelf, 


as envy towards you, is the effect 


indeed of jealouſy, But if it be 
ſo, however I might exculpate my- 
ſelf to the feelings of my Anne, 
I have not the leſs reaſon to 
dread the conſequences to my own 
tranquillity and future happineſs 


for this man has no diſtinguiſhed 


honors, and, though of a reſpecta- 


ble family, yet not of a noble one; 
conſequently it will not, in my 


parents eſteem, be a proper al- 


liance for me; befides, he never 


entertained me on the ſubject of 
love. My birth demands from him 


the reſpect he pays me, more eſ- 


Vo“. I. * pecially 
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pecially while under the roof of * 
father. 


There is, however, in this Gen- 
tleman, a noble elevation of mind, 
ſuch as would beſpeak him of a 
high birth, were that and greatneſs | 
of mind inſeparable. | | 


He diſplays a tender kind of 
eſteem, in the attention he pays 
me, which is but too flattering to 
my heart; yet diſpenſes with that 
reſerve from me, which I ſhould 
be obliged to wear, ſhould he have 
preſumed to addreſs me as a lover; 


yet his mind ſeems wholly ſuperior | 
to every mean art of inſinuation, b 


ny ; 
a , * 
* 2 
ä ou 
* 
a 
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LADY 5a qu 1 
and too worthy and noble to ſeek 
the regard of others, by any thidg 
but his intrinſic merit. 


If you think my fears of a 
growing attachment to this man 
well-founded, forgive me, dear Lady 
Anne, my offence to you, though 
I can never forgive myſelf ; for, 
though your Jane is ſubject to 
the weakneſſes which accompany ' 
human paſſ jons, her heart, 1 hope, | 
can never be ſo devoid of forti- 
tude, ſo Joſt to friendſhip and filial 
love, as not to have the reſolution - 
to give up even a beloved object, 
if it interferes with the happineſs 


of a friend or of parents. 
Di 


LADY JANE GREY. 


1 am iruek with the fimilarity 
of our feelings at preſent, for T1 
cannot deny to you, that J fear this 
man is making too deep an im- 
preſſion -on. my heart; and I find 
the thoughts of Lord Guildford more 
irkſome to me than ever. 


Haſten to me, my couſin, re- 
aſſume your influence over my 
mind, and teach me to recover 


my former peaceful indifference. 


Ever your's, 


JANE OAR EI. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


SIR William is obliged to- go 


to town——he ſays he will. en- 


deavour to obtain permiſſion to ac- 
company the King (who I. am ex- 


ceedingly ſorry to find is not well); 


in his journey through various parts 
of his kingdom, to which he is. 


adviſed by his phyſicians; 


D 3. 


5 
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He ſays he hopes his Majeſty 
will paſs. ſome little time here, 
which he frequently talks of with 


pleaſure. 


„J may then,” ſaid he, © charm- 
e ing Lady Jane, have the hap- 
e pineſs renewed, which I ſo in- 
« finitely prize, of enjoying once 
« more your. converſation, which 
cc none, who have experienced, can 


cc loſe without reluctance.“ 


The confuſion with which he 
* fajd this, and that with which 
J received it, could not, I think, 
but be viſible to my parents. 
He kiſſed my mother's hand and 7 


mine, 


2 


KAD JANE GREY, 45 ! 


mine, and chen haſtily quitted us, 
and I retired to my apartment, at 
leiſure to revolve in my thoughts: 


the merit of this engaging youth, 
and to take my heart to taſk for 


being too ſenſible of it; and I am 


aſhamed- to ſay, that I feel. a- new. 


all the ſenſations. of taſteleſs inſipi- 


dity of being, which I firſt in my 


life felt at your leaving me. 


experience already but litrle 


pleaſure in my ſtudies, and the uſe- 


ful employments of my life. I am 
now perfectly convinced that J love 


him feel very little doubt, alſo .. *Þ 


of his attachment to me - and 


letz unleſs I. can get the better of 
; this · 


45 LADY JANE GREY. 
this prepoſſeſſion in his favour, I 
ſee nothing, in my future life, that 
promiſes to fulfil the hopes which 
my parents have fondly conceived | 
of me, or that can gratify their 
wiſhes, and permit .me to render 
them happy by accepting the huf- 


band they have fixed on for me 
Fixed on did I fay !|-—Ah! how 
little do thoſe know of the human 


heart, who imagine it is to be 


compelled to love. 


Beſides, is it not to gratify am- 
bition, fatal ambition, that they 
want to unite me to the proud 
Northumberland's race? 


Ahl 


LADY JANE GREY: 4 


Ah! my dear revered parents, 
this is your error. Not all my 


love and reſpect for you can pre- 


vent my diſcovering. a feature in 
your character, which, I fear, will. 


conduct to miſery. 


What, my dear Lady Anne, but 
ambition can induce them ſo ear- 
neſtly, to wiſh an alliance with the 
Dudleys.. - 


Did not Northumberland cauſe 
the attainder and death of my. 
uncle, the Duke of Somerſet, whoſe 
virtues were univerſally. acknow- 


ledged and adored by the people iy 


Not 


1 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
; 
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| 
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Not all their miſrepreſentations 
of that bloody tranſaftion, can pre- 
poſſeſs my mind againſt him; not only 

as he was dear to me, but on account 
of Edward and his people, to whom 
he was in reality a protector. How. 
can I ever regard,. as I ought, the 
huſband which they have deſigned 
for me, whoſe father was the mur 
derer of my uncle? 


Alas! poor Edward, how cala- 
mitous has been thy minority! and 
yet how much reaſon have we to 
dread ſtill greater evils, from the 
ambition and vices of thoſe around 
thce. l : 000 


I intirely 


—” 1 
- 
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I intirely coneur with . you in 
opinion, my dear Lady Anne, that. 
he is an ornament to the T hrone, 
and, if it pleaſes the Almighty to- 
ſpare his life, promiſes to be a 
bleſſing to England, and to com- 
plete the work his Royal Father 
degan, and reſtore the holy Chriſtian. 
religion to its primitive purity. O 


how much. reaſon have all to pray: | 


for his reſtored health, who love 
their country and the reformation ? 
how much. more reaſon have we to. 
with it, who know his worth and 
love his -perſon ?. 


' 
1 
| 
il 
© | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
4 
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Check your too great partiality 
| "M8 him, my. coulin, and endeavor 
to confine it to friendſhip. He does 
love the fair Princeſs of Scotland, 
his 


but in vain he loves her 


love is as fruitleſs as your's. 


Prepare yourſelf, my dear,. for 
whatever may happen, and ſhould 
it pleaſe Heaven to take him from 
this world to a better, let us not 
loſe that fortitude, which will ena- 
ble us to ſupport the loſs, great 
as it wil be. 


Alas! my ſad mind frequently 


anticipates ſomething dreadful — his 
ſiſter, the Princeſs Mary's obſtinacy 


LADY JANE- GREY. 5 


in the Romiſh faith. Her ignorance 

and bigotry gives him many an 

anxious reflection. England, indeed, 

has much to fear, ſhould we loſe 

the amiable Edward, from her in- 
. heriting the Crown. Her temper is 

the very reverſe of his—and her 
faith allows, and even renders, per- 

ſecution meritorious. | Many a dif- 

ficult , taſk has his humanity had to 

combat with, im this age of fierce 

diſpute on religious tenets; but, 

with the utmoſt reluctance, has he 

ever been perſuaded to conſent to 

ſeverity. | 


But let us hope the beſt—one 
conſolation tranquilizes my mind, 


when 


$2 LADY. JANE. GREY. 
when properly attended to, under 
every ſiniſter event; which is, that 


an all-wiſe Providence fuperintends 
human affairs, and men can go no 
farther than they are permitted by 
kim. 2 : 


Adieu, 


JANE GREY. 


LADY 


LDT JANE OREY. 


LE Ve, 


* 
* + * 


LET TER VIE. 


X ADY ANNE GREY 


.T © 


LADY JANE' GREY. | 


My father has had application 


made to him of alliances in my be- 


2 1 r „ * 
— 
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half —but my heart rejects them 
all. You know that, peremptory 
as his temper is in general, yet his 
affection for me has always been of 
the gentleſt and tendereſt kind, nor 
would he oblige me to marry 

| where 
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where I diſapproved. He is, I muſt 
acknowledge ambitious, which, by 
the bye, is, I believe, a family fea. 
ture, my Jane, though I have never 
found any thing of it in you; yet 
is he too fond of me not, en all 
occaſions, to conſult my happi- 


neſs. 


4 
8 
. 


But he wants me to make a 
choice, and is very importunate 
with me to declare in favour of 
ſome of thoſe who attach them 
ſelves to me—even the King urges 


me on the ſubject. 


How irkſome is their importu- 
nity! it is impoſſible, with a heart 
wholly 


LADY JANE GREY. a 


wholly devoted to that moſt excel- 
lent Prince, that I can fix on any 
other man— a time alone can ena- 
ble me to conquer my attachment 
to him— ! fear I ſhall never do 
it, while I remain near him, and 


behold his tranſcendent merit. 


| have a new affliction l—Fd- 
wand is ill —his cough and com- 
plaints, which he had almoſt loſt, 
are returned —his bloom is daily 
withering, and he ſeems like a fair 
roſe blaſted by too fervent a ſun, 
juſt as its beauties were unfolding. 


He was placed on the Throne 
too young. His ardent and mature 
Vol. I. E miad 
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mind- could not be content to leave 
the affairs of ſtate ſolely to the 
Protector, without more thought 
and anxious ſolicitude for the wel- 
fare of his people, than his youth 
could bear; the humane and com- 
paſſionate turn of his diſpoſition, ſur- 
paſs and crown his other virtues; 


and his beneficence to the poor, will | 


perpetuate his name to poſterity, for 


the many noble public charities eſta- 


bliſhed by him; while the graces 


and virtues of his private manners 
and conduct, endear him, beyond 


expreſſion, to all who attend on 


him, or are bleſt with his more inti- 


mate friendſhip. | 
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He is adviſed, as you have been 
informed, to viſit ſome of the pro- 
vinces of his kingdom, to aſſiſt the 


recovery of his health. 


He intends to ſpend ſome weeks 
with your father, as he has an ar- 
dent deſire to review the ſcenes of 


his early childhood, ſo long for- 


gotten, as well as to ſee you, my 


Jane, whom he always mentions 
with the tendereſt affection, 


Your father attends him, and de- 


ſires me to apprize you of it. The 


Duke with this ſends a letter to 


your mother; prepare, therefore, 
to receive and admire your Royal 


E Couſin; 
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* 


Couſin; prepare, alſo, to ſee again 
your friend, for My father attends 
the King, and commands me to ac- 


company him. 


Lady Catherine has à favored 
lover in Lord Herbert, as I ima- 
gine you know, and does not yet 


return. 


We both concur in opinion on 
the character of the Duke of Nor- 


thumberland ; but is not the genius 


of the times we live in harſh and 
bloody? Did not even Somerſet 


himſelf attaint and execute his own 
brother, Lord Seymour? though I. 
acknowledge not without great pro- 


vocation. 


LADY JANE GREY, 59 
vocation; nor was Northumber- 
land's attainder of Somerſet unpro- 
voked, who acknowledged that he 
had employed affaflins to murder 
the Duke. | 


Let us then, my dear, endeavour 
to judge impartially ; whatever may 
be the father's: character and motives, 
the ſon has done nothing to offend ; 
and his love for you is without 
he has made me the 


bounds 
confident of it, complaining bit- 
terly of your prejudices againſt his 


family. 


You will be aſtoniſhed at this, 


but yet more ſo, when I tell you 
E 3 that 
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that I have ſeen and converſed 
with Sir William Morley ; that he 
has revealed to me his paſſion for 
your Ladyſhip, and. intreated me to 
plead with you for him. All this, 
however ſtrange, is very true; though 
I am not at liberty to ſay more at 


preſent. 


He returns to you in attendance 
on the King; you will then have 
this riddle fully unfolded. 


Ever your affectionate, 


ANNE GREY. 


LETTER 


LADY JANE GREY, . 61 


EFFI 


LADY JANE GREY 
1 0 


LADY. CATHERINE ORBY. 
— 

As J find my letters were read 
to you, my dear ſiſter, I will con- 
tinue to expreſs my feelings as 
they aroſe, and to acquaint you 
with every thing which has ſince 
happened. 


It is near a month ago. I. re- 
ceived that letter from my couſin, 
which 
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which fo aſtoniſhed me; and for 
nearly a week after, I remained in 
that ſtate of ſuſpenſe which her 


cruelty excited; at the concluſion 


of which, the arrival of the King 
put an end to it, in a manner 
totally unexpected; for after the 


firſt tranſports of our meeting were. 


over, Lady Anne introduced Sir 


William Morley to me, as Lord 
Guildford Dudley. Amazement, con- 


fuſion, joy, a thouſand. different 


paſſions preſſed upon my heart at 
once, and deprived me of ſpeech. 


She had contrived that we ſhould 


* 
be alone at this interview, and 
Lord” \ 


* 
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Lord Guildford took advantage of 
my ſurpriſe, and the ſatisfaction 
which, I ſuppoſe, he faw viſible in 
my countenance, to make a. decla- 
ration of his paſſion ; and, in the 
moſt ſubmiſſive terms, intreated me 
to forgive the innocent: ſtratagem, 
which my parents had prevailed ' on. 
him to join with them in; pre- 
ſuming that he might, by that: 
means, conquer - thoſe prejudices- 
which, though unſeen, I had con- 
ceived againſt him; and which, 
they were fearful, would be an 
everlaſting bar to his addreſſes. 


He added, that the King's un- 
expected viſit, and the neceſſity he 


was 
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was under of going to town, had 
been rather unfavourable to their 
deſign; but that he ſhould be the 
moſt miſerable of men, if I would 
not forgive this innocent artifice, 
and grant him ſome hopes that I 


was not totally indifferent to. him. 


I expreſſed a little diſpleaſure at 
being then deceived, but my coun- 
tenance not being in uniſon with 


my tongue, it had but little effect. | 


Lady Anne, at the ſame time, 
introduced to us my parents, Who 
were too much rejoiced in finding 
their ſcheme had ſo well ſucceeded, 
to expreſs their feelings. The King 
Was 


LADY JANE GREY: 63 
was ſoon informed of this affair, 
and congratulated us in the moſt 
amiable and friendly manner, on the 


proſpect of our future happineſs. 


I am aware you will ſay, my 
Jane, where are your ſcruples on 
account of the family of Dudley? 

Are they all vaniſhed?——1 will 
acknowledge that, with regard to 
His 
noble mind cannot be guilty of a. | 


him perſonally, © they are. 


deliberate crime, or the leaſt in- 
juſtice, 


His virtues compenſate 
fully for his father's faults ; and, from 
the ingenuous ſincerity of his temper, 
and the ardency of his affection to 
me, I think if happineſs 1s to be 
found 
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found on earth, I may hope for it 


in a union with him: 


T rejoice, my dear ſiſter, that 
you have an equal proſpect of fe- 
licity in Eord Herbert: may we 
endeavour to render ourſelves more 
and more worthy of our happy lot; 
and to abound in thoſe virtues 
which may beſt contribute to the 
felicity of the Lords to whom we 
are to be united. 

I am, my dear ſiſter, 


Your's ſincerely, 


JANE GREY. 


LETTER N 


. 
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LETTER K. 


TO AND FROM THE SAME, 


OUR felicity is a good deal in- 
terrupted here, my dear fiſter, by 
the increaſing illneſs of the royal 
Edward; but with his complaints, 


his patience and ſweetneſs alſo in- 
creaſe; and all his endeavour 1s to 


prevent his friends from feeling too 


ſenſibly on his account. We have 


been uſing every effort to abate the 
languor that hangs on his ſpirits, by 
all 
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all the amuſements which the place 


and company could afford: the 


King has joined in them all, a 


long as his ſpirits and ſtrength 


would permit, and earneſtly requeſts 


that they may not be ſhortened 


when he is obliged to retire from 


them. 


His Majeſty is very deſirous that 
our marriage may take place during 


his preſence here, and that your's 


may alſo be celebrated at the ſame 


time. 


My father has ordered magnifi- 
cent preparations, and intends to 
g 


LADY JANE GREY. 69 
go to town, to convey you and 
Lord Herbert here: every thing is 
to be ſuitable to my father's rank, 
and the gueſt he is honored with. 
But what have all theſe things to 
do with the ſimple pleaſures of the 
heart? The trappings of grandeur 
are rather inimical than friendly to 
real love and friendſhip, and ſeem 
as if furniſned by human invention 
as ſubſtitutes to the internal joys of 
real ſentiment and refined ſenſibi- 

lity. But though we want not 
their aſſiſtance to complete our 
felicity, we muſt acquieſce in them, 


my Catherine, to oblige our friends. 


Adieu 


1 
[i 
| 
: 
'W 
1 
4 
1 
. 


| 
2323 „„ — Saad 


CY 
—— > - — 


—_ —— — 
o 


70 LADY JANE RET. 


Adieu, my dear ſifter, may the 
hour be propitious that unites us 
to the men we love, and may the 
royal Edward ſoon find returning 


health, prays 
Your 


JANE GREY, 


ETTER 
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— 
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LADY ANNE GREY 
T 0 


LADY DUDLE Y. 


YOUR friend, Lady Catherine, 
has commiſſioned me to inform 
you, dear Lady Dudley, that the 


two amiable pairs are united by 


the firm bands of mutual love, 


and the love of their country. 


To expreſs the joy of their pa- 
rents, and the complete delight 
. that 
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that appears in themſelves, is im- 5 
poſſible.— So noble and beautiful a 
pair, as Lord Guildford and Lady 
Jane, ſurely never was excelled; 


and the dignity, yet ſenſibility, 


which they diſcover 'in every dif- 
ferent relation of life, attract to 
them all hearts, and bind them in 
the fetters of lave and admiration. 


Lord Herbert and Lady Ca- 
therine are alſo extremely amiable; | 
the King ſeemed delighted with 
their felicity, though his health till 

| declining, will not permit him to 


ſhare long in mirthful ſcenes: in- 
deed, I fear he ſuffers much; and 
not all the ſatisfaction I feel at 
chen 


LADY JANE GREY. | 73 
the happineſs of, my fair couſing, 
can prevent me from deeply ſympa- 
thizing in the ſufferings of the 
amiable Edward. He ſees my at- | 
tention to, and ſolicitude for him, 5 
and entreats me to return to town 
with my father, whither he is ſoon 
going, as he tells me my converſa- 
tion will alleviate his pains, and 
divert- his languor. How happy 
ſhall I be may it prove ſo; witk 
pleaſure, therefore, I obey my King, 
the brother, the friend of my child- 
hood. e 


He does not propoſe to travel 
much farther, as the weather is fo 


T2: warm 
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warm, and his weakneſs will nor 
admit of it. | 


Tord Guildford and Lady Jane, 
are going to a ſcat which the Duke 
has relinquiſhed to them, and Lord 
Herbert and Lady Catherine re- 
main awhile longer with their pa- 
rents. = 

Adieu, my dear Lady Dudley, 
believe me your's affectionately. 


ANNE GRET. 


LE TIER 
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LADY JANE TO LADY ANNE, 


My dear Lady Anne will, I 
know, rejoice at the increaſing, fe- 
licity of her friend, Lord Guild- 
ford is deſerving. of my higheſt. 
love and eſteem ;. his character im- 
proves on me every day, from the 
various opportunities which he has 
in his own houſe, and ſurrounded: 
by his dependents, of diſplaying. 


the virtues of beneficence and cha- 


F 3 its, 
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rity, and an earneſt deſire to pro- 
mote happineſs and comfort every 
where within his ſphere of influ- 


ence. 


The tenderneſs of his affection 
for me ſeems every day to increaſe, 
and the more 1 diſcover 'of his 
mind and heart, the more earneſtly- 
do J ſeek, by gratitude to God, 
and every endeavour of improving 
to my own mind, to conſult his. 
happineſs, and render myſelf more 
deſerving of his affection. 


The ſituation of our houſe is de- 


lightful; we have ſome worthy and 


agreeable 
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" agreeable families, near us, and 


every thing around wears a ſmiling 


and elegant form; yet hardly can 


[ diveſt myſelf of the grief of ſepa- 


ration from my beloved parents, 


from whom F ſtill regret being ſo 
far removed, and muſt flatter my- 
ſelf with the hopes of ſeeing them. 
ſoon; as alfo Lord Herbert and 
Lady Catherine. Still, with all this, 
my happineſs will be incomplete, 


unleſs the King is better, and 1 
can alſo enjoy the company of my 


dear Lady Anne. — Is there not 
always, my friend, ſome alloy in 
human felicity! Can we expect to 
find it perfect in a ſtate where 


every thing is mutable ?. 
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To you ſhall I own, that he 
fituation of the King's health, the 
gloomy proſpe& of loſing: him, and 
Mary's. ſucceſſion, a thouſand fears; 
ſome of which. I cannot account 
for, will at times, if my Lord is 
abſent from me, intrude into my. 
apprehenſive mind: he no ſooner 
re-appears, however, than the cloud 
vaniſhes, and hope and joy take 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul. 


Take care of your health, my 
lovely couſin, nor let your extreme 
ſympathy for the excellent Edward 
wound your heart too deeply. | 


I wiſh. 


7 
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T wiſh to hear frequently from 
you; you know my anxiety to be 
informed of the ſtate of his Ma- 
jeſty's health as often as is poſſible. 


Adieu, 


INE GRE%.. 
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LETTER XII. 


THE DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND 
T 0 
THE DUKE OF SUFBOLK, 
4 
MY LORD DUKE | 
TEE increaſing ill. ſymptoms of 
the King's diſorder, cannot but 
alarm all who love their country; 
nor can I think of that ignorant 
bigot, Mary, ſucceeding to the 
crown, without horror: the thought 
has always given the King great 
uneaſineſs. 
I have 


IADY JANE ory | 8 
J have been thinking of an ex- 
pedient, nor can I baniſh it from 
my thoughts; and have at length . 
formed a plan, which I want your, 
and the Ducheſs of Suffolk's con- 
currence in, before I can proceed 
to communicate it to- the King. 


You. know that his father, King 
Henry, thought proper to ſet aſide 
the ſucceſſion of his daughters, 
Mary and Elizabeth, to the crown 
of England, after their brother Ed- 
ward, by pronouncing them illegi- | 
timate; though indeed he after- 
wards reſtored their claims again. 


; 


However, 
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However, Mary's religion is a 
ſufficient reaſon for ſetting. aſide her 
claim, and Elizabeth cannot be ap- 
pointed to the excluſion of her 
ſiſter. The next in ſucceſſion is 
Mary, Princeſs of Scotland, but 
being, a foreigner, ſhe is naturally 
excluded; then claims your Du- 


cheſs in right of her mother, who 
was niece to Henry. 


What I wiſh your concurrence 
in, is, to perſuade the Ducheſs to 
accept of the crown, ſhould Edward 
be prevailed on to appoint her his 
ſucceſſor; or in caſe of her refuſal, 
to urge her daughter, Lady Jane, 


to. accept of it. This, my Lord, 
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if you can accompliſh, we will en- 


deavour to prevail on Edward to 


make ſuch. a deſtination, and get 


the patent ready for him to fign 
immediately. 


1 am aware that it is not with- 
out a proſpect of difficulty, that this 
plan can be executed; but the love 
of religion and my country, will en- 
able me to undertake the moſt ar- 
duous purſuits, to procure the hap- 
pineſs of the one, and the firm 
eſtabliſhment of the other. 


J have no doubt, but the other 


party will impute this ſcheme to 


my ambitious views for my ſon; 
2 
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but I ſhould be wholly unfit for my 
rank in life, and unworthy the ſpirit | 
of my anceſtors, ſhould I ſtoop to 
regard what the people ſay of me. 


Let me prevail on you to fol- 
low my example, my dear friend, | 
in this reſpect; let us think and 
act nobly, and independently of the 


clamours and applauſes of the mul - 


d purſue what is for the 


public / good without mean and vul- 


gar /conſiderations. Your Ducheſs, 


oy Lady Jane, would adorn the 


rone, and the King, you know, 
highly attached to both, and has 
oſt tender and brotherly affec- 


tion for eur excellent daughter. - 
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Let me hope that you will exert 
your influence over them in this 
affair, and that you ſee things in 
a proper point of view. 


I am 5 


My Lord Duke, 


Your devoted Friend, 


NORTHUMBERLAND. - 


? 
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THE DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND. 
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MY LORD PROTECTOR, 


* — — , 


1 HE contents of your Graoe's 
Jetter filled my mind with a variety 
of different reflections, which have 
perplexed and agitated it greatly. 


1 doubtleſs regret, as do all the 
friends of the reformation, the con- 
ſequences 


* % 
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ſequences of the King's approach- 
ing diſſolution. Yet have T never 
entertained a thought, that the Prin- 
ceſs Mary's claim to the ſucceſſion 
could be ſet aſide; much leſs that 
it can be poſſible, or juſt, to exclude 
every prior. claim, in favor of the 
Ducheſs of Suffolk's. 


You have conducted me into E 
labyrinth, the clue of which I'can< 
not unravel. You, who know the 
excellencies of my daughter, and the 
ardency of my affe&ion for her, will 
readily imagine, how delightful is 
the idea of ſeeing her on the Throne 
of England, whoſe glory and happi- 
neſs ſhe would prove. But I check, 
„ this 


. 
# 
1 
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this viſionary proſpect, from tlie 
ſtill ſtronger feelings of juſtice and 
ecequity. 


Thence am 1. recalled to the ideal 
view of Mary, placed on that Throne, 
and fraught" with ſuperſtition, deal - 
ing around her tyranny and perſe- 


cution. The miſeries of an op- 


preſſed people] The reformation, 
which coſt her father ſo much 


difficulty to eſtabliſh, deſtroyed in 


blood! and liberty, the parent of 


every virtue, and of every comfor I 


to a nation for ever cruſhed ! 


My mind then reverts to the 


origin of government. Was it the 


belegen A 
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ſelection of a perſon to be King, 
who was to poſſeſs an unbounded 
licence to tyrannize over the perſons, 


properties, lives, and even opinions 

of their ſubjects?— Or, was it the 

ſelection of a perſon, 'whoſe virtues 

had gained him the preference to 
his equals, and whom they had ap- 
pointed, in conſequence of this pre- 
ference, to be their Father, their 


\ 


& 


* 


Protector, and their King ? 


What a bleſſing does ſuch a 


King prove to a nation!-—Under 


! 
i 
' 
q 
1 
1 
| 
t 
| 


his reign liberty ſmiles, commerce 
flouriſhes, vice is diſcountenanced, 
and religion pure, ſimple, and unin- 
cumbered with needleſs ceremonies, 
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proceeds from the heart, and actu- 


ates the manners of his people. 


? 


Leet this amiable Prince reſign his 


life into the hands of his r 
would the heir of ſuch a King, i 


the firſt ages, known to be fix in” 


diſpoſition tyrannical and oppreſ- | 
ſive, having no rule of conduct but 
his own ſelfiſh and unreſtrained will, 
nor any purſuit but to ſhew' his 


authority by cruelty; would ſuch a 


one be next appointed to reign, and 


this tyranny be conſidered as an he- 


reditary and undoubted right, through 


all ſucceeding generations? would the 


Councellors of ſuch a King recom- 


mend him as his ſucceſſor? Would, 


be 
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they not rather conſider it an injuſ- 
tice to do it, ſince ſo many thous 
ſands would be the miſerable ſuf. 


ferers ?. 


Theſe conſiderations have their 


weight with me, in relation to your 
propoſal of ſetting. Mary aſide; but 
not intirely in favor of my daugh- 
ter, ſince the Princeſs Elizabeth 
is a worthy Lady, and a Proteſ-- 
tant. | 


Greatly as I concur with you in“ 
my. deſires, I would not purſue them* 
againſt the conviction ot my con- 
ſcience. You- muſt, therefore, my 
Lord, produce ſome prevailing ar- 
G3 gument, 


— —  G——— — — — — 
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gument, to enable me to give my 
acquieſcence to your propoſal. Was. 
my mind perfectly convinced of the 
juſtice of my cauſe, I would not 
regard the clamours or applauſes of 
the people, but ſteadily purſue my 
purpoſe; but I cannot act in con- 
tradiction to what I eſteem beyond 
every thing, the principles of juſtice, | 
and the acquieſcence of conſcience. 
I may be miſtaken in my preſent 
views of the affair, but will ſee your 
Grace this evening, | or to-morrow ;; | 
we will then converſe on it more 
freely, and if you can convince me 
you are right, I will uſe every means 
in my power to promote ſo agree- 
able a ſcheme. - 
I men- 


I * 
© 
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I mentioned, it to the Ducheſs, 

who has far leſs objection to it than 

I have, but who would refign her 
claim to her. daughter. | 


Yet from Lady Jane, I chink, we 
ſhould find ſome difficulty. She has 
a paſſion for retirement, and no am- 
bition to prompt her. wiſh for a 


Crown. 


The happineſs of this charming 
daughter, and your worthy ſon, is 
the delight of her mother and my- 
ſelf; nor can it, I think, obtain an 
addition from any thing the world 


can procure them. 


Mot 
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Moſt happy would it. render me, 


$ 


did it pleaſe the Almighty to ſpare 
the King's life a little longer, who 


has a Throne in the hearts of his 


ſubjects, and who is dear to me as 


a ſon; but I fear our hopes are 
vain for ſo great a bleſſing. 


1 remain, my Lord Duke, 
Your Grace's, &c. 
SUFFOLK, 


„ 


a 


LET 
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LETTER: XIV. 


EDDY LEAST 


LADY CATHERINE. 


— rn 


How much more reaſon. than 
ever have I to pray for the life of >. 
the King! Yet, glas, how little have 
I to hope it. The ambition of my 
parents and father-in-law, is- about 
to involve your Jane in a thouſand. 
dangers, . 15 
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The King is worſe and worſe 
every day, and has ſent for Lord 
Guildford and myſelf to attend him. 
We immediately quitted our peace- 
ful manſion, where we had formed a 
thouſand plans of future improve- 
ment and benevolence, and attended 
the King. He was. rejoiced to ſee 
us, and expatiated to me on the at- 
tention of Lady Dudley and Lady 


Anne Grey, and their exertions to 


aſſiſt and amuſe him. 


He looks exceedingly ill, yet re- 
tains the ſame compoſed and peace- 
ful frame of mind. But how was I 


amazed to ſee my gentle couſin pale, 
emaciated, evidently ſuffering by the 


tendereſt 
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tendereſt peak every pang of. 
her Royal Friend. 


I was filled with the deepeſt re- 
gret to ſee her thus alas, ſhe knows 
how deceitful to appearance, and yet 
how hopeleſs. is Edward's diforder; 
and, though daily deceived, ſhe is. 
daily flattered by the ſyren Hope, 

which her extreme affection for him 
leads her to form, in ſpite of her 


reaſon.. 


But T muſt now proceed to tell: 
you what they have done. They 
have perſuaded the King to ſet aſide 
his fiſters, and declare me his ſuc- 


ceſſor to the N by the right of 
my 


* 
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my mother, who declines it in my 
favor. 


In vain have I thrown myſelf at 
the Royal Edward's feet, inceſſantly 
intreating him to drop the deſign, 
and deſtroy the patent; but all my 
fears, and all my endeavours are 
vain; it is all ſigned, and was com- 
pleted before I had the leaſt inti- 
mation of it, and they have it in 
their poſſeſſion. 


2 


My huſband joins in the earneſt 
wiſh of ſeeing me Queen of England, 
ſhould we loſe the King; and not 
even a wife, he profeſſes to love 
ſo tenderly, can gain the leaſt in- 
fluence over him on this occaſion. 
He 
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He pleads his father's pleaſure 
the anxiety that all our families, and, 


indeed, all the reformed part of the 


kingdom are in on aceount of Mary's 


religion they uſe every argument 
with me, that art or eloquence can 
invent, to engage my conſent to pre- 
ſerve the Proteſtant cauſe, and he 
liberties of the kingdom. 


In vain have T urged the injuſtice 
of depriving the Princeſs Elizabeth 
of her right, an amiable Lady, and 
a Proteſtant. T hey fay ſhe was not 
legitimate, and her father had ex- 
cluded her for that reaſon, and that 
it was Edward's pleaſure to prefer 


my mother's claim. Why, then, 
will 
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will not my mother herſelf take on 
her che weighty burden of the ſtate? 
Alas, how ill-calculated am I for 
it! Young, inexperienced in the 
world, who thave been brought up 
in retirement, and infinitely prefer 
the joys of a private and domeſtic 

life, to all the dangerous and N I 
ing glories of greatneſs, 


In vain are all my remonſtrances, 
all my tears are fruitleſs, and I have 
no reſource left but to fupplicate 
Heaven to ſpare Edward's life! and | 
no other employment but to aſſiſt, 
with the reſt of the young Nobility 


around him, by every tender office 
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or friendſhip, to to amuſe the weariſome 
houſe of ſickneſs and languor. 


The 100 takes ſhort rides every 
day, and my Guildford and I gene- 
rally attend him. The converſa- 
tion, when he can talk, moſtly turns 
on ſerious ſubjects; at theſe ſeaſons, 
his religion is a ſteady lamp within 
him, illuminating the dark ſhades of 
declining nature; his ſentiments are 
all noble; his mind ſubmits with 
a humble acquieſcence to the ſtroke 
of Heaven; a ſolicitude for Mary's 
converſion, and his kingdom's wel- 
fare, ſeem the only things which 
diſtreſs hin; though he frequently 
regrets ſome inſtances of perſecuting 
| ſeverity, 
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ſeverity, which, during his ſnort and 


tumultuous reign, he has been al- 
moſt compelled, by one of the Pro- 


tectors, to give a reluctant conſent 
to, and which, at the time, coſt him 
many tears. Nor would he ever 


repeat it, when ſole maſter of his 


actions, which he then was not, be- 


ing a minor. 


I have frequently regretted how 
much the ſpirit of perſecution has ad- 
hered, even to thoſe who have pro- 
feſſed the reformed religion, though 
ſo contrary to the example of the 
divine. founder of it, for the “ wrath. 
« of man worketh not the righte-- 


« ouſneſs of God.” —Biſhop: Cran- 


rer, 


* 


o 4 
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mer, and my unele Somerſet, were 
not entirely free from it, which I 


have frequently lamented. 


O, my ſiſter, pray for your Jane— 
pray to Heaven to give her forti- 
tude and ſtrength of mind, to ſup- 
port the various changes of life; 
above all, pray for the King's 


life; and that ſome providential 


and 


_- 


event, yet unthought of, may for 
ever avert from her the ſnares and 
perils of royalty, and reſtore her to 


the ſweet and ſecure enjoyments of 


retired and domeſtic life, 


Adieu, 


Vol. I. H Ler- 
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LETTER xv. 


LADY DUDLEY 


1 - T 0. | 
AM LADY CATHERINE HERBERT. N 
| 

m | 
TT ; 

l OW ſhall I unfold, to my dear 
. Lady Catherine, the melancholy news 

1 | 

2 of the King's death He ex- 


* — — We 
LR —— 1 wt ee 
* i * 


pir ed yeſterday, ro the extreme af- 
fiction of all his friends. 


Your ſiſter, and Lady Anne, are 
utterly incapable of writing, which 


\ they 
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they have requeſted me to do, be- 
ing more compoſed: my pen 1s 

unable to paint the affecting inter- 
views between them. 


Lord Guildford was beloved by 
his King with the fincereſt friend- 
ſhip, and moans his Joſs with un- 
affected ſorrow: they have all paid 
him the ſtricteſt attention, and 
watched over him like a mother 


over a dying child. 


The patience, the gratitude, the 
piety which the King - ' diſplayed 
throughout his laſt trying ſcene, has 


completed the beauty of his cha- 
rafter, and will leave an endleſs re- 


II 2 . 


not yet made public 


getting them into their power. 
How much artifice, how much in- 
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gret for his early fate, in the hearts 


| of all his friends and faithful ſub- 


jects. 


Lady Jane is appointed his ſuc- 
Alas! ami- 


ceſſor to the throne. 
able Lady Jane I fear greatly 
ſor her, from the Princeſs Mary's 
The King's death is 
the Duke 


of Northumberland, and the Coun- 
cil, have ſent for the Princeſſes to 


adherents, 


ſee their brother, with the deſign of 
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My excellent ſiſter- in- law ſtill in- 
ecſſantly prays her parents to retire 
to France, and leave the crown to 
the rightful ſucceſſor ;, but their am- 
bition renders them immovable.— 
Lord Guildford alſo, amiable as he 


is in every other reſpect, refuſes. her 
earneſt requeſt to quit them all, and 
fly with her. le ne 


* 


As ſoon as the Princeſſes are ſe- 


cured, Lady Jane is to be pro- 
claimed Queen of England. — Ah 


my dear Lady, how many thorns 


will be concealed among the jewels 


of thy crown !—1 tremble for thee; 
good and noble, and worthy as. 


thou art. to wear and adorn it. 


H 3 My 
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My mind, too much warped, 
perhaps, to melancholy, from the 
bloody events of my family, which 
are within my remembrance, feels 


a portending gloom. 


All nature ſeems enwrapt in a 
ſtill, ſable cloud of ſuſpenſive hor- 
ror, as if big with ſome great 
event.—The ſilence diffuſed through 
the palace; Lady Jane's deep at- 
fliction; the ſolicitous, and impor- 
tant looks of the Protector and 
Council, for their ſucceſs with the 
people, by whom you know the 
Dudley's are but little beloved; 
their fears of the Princeſs's party; 

| altogether, - 


LADY JANE GREY. 109 
i 


altogether, render this a moſt folemn: 
moment.. 


For my part, I know not what” 
to pray for; either their ſucceſs or 
diſappointment: their ſucceſs, in my 
opinion, would be founded in injuſ- 
tice; and yet, their failure, and the 
Princeſs Mary's ſucceſſion to the 
crown would; without doubt, in- 
volve the nation in a thouſand mi- 
ſeries, and be the ruin of our fa— 


mily and party. 


The overthrow- 
of the Reformation would be in- 
evitable, bigoted as that Princeſs 
is to the Popiſh religion; and I 
tremble leſt the innocent Jane ſhould: 
be the victim of her. fury. | 


We 
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We are to quit the palace, as 
ſoon as the meſſenger returns from 
the Princeſſes-——1 will not cloſe 
my letter till then, as I have a ſafe ; 
conveyance for it to you, which 1 
may not again meet 'with—t:ll then, 


© 


adieu. 8 


O, my dear Lady Catherine, too 


true, indeed, were my portents. 


Mary had, by ſome means, been 
informed of her brother's deceaſe; | 
ſhe privately left her abode, and 
has filed to the county of Suffolk, 
from whence, in all probability, ſhe 
will return with an army, as the 
people ſeem more attached to her 
than it was imagined they would. 


No 
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No ſooner did the Duke receive 


the news, than he 'immediately got 


Lady Jane prechimed, and con- 
veyed to the Tower for ſafety, as 


is uſual on theſe occaſions; thither 
we all attended her: but I cannot 


expreſs the reluctance with which 
ſhe accepted of the crown; and 


nathing at laſt could prevail on her 


to conſent, but the preſſing entrea- 


ties of her parents and huſband; 


who threw themſelves on their 
knees before her, and made the 


moſt affecting remonſtrances in their 
power to her, in behalf of the 
Proteſtant cauſe, and the happineſs 


of the people. 


To 


"—— — 
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: To theſe conſiderations, and her 
duty to her parents, ſhe has yielded 
up her own. peace and happineſs, 
and all that ſincere and heartfelt. 6 
delight, which ſhe experienced from 
the innocence and uſefulneſs of her 
private and domeſtic life, which ren- 
dered her an ornament to ſociety, 
and the idol of her friends and res | 


lations.. 


Lady Anne and myſelf accom- 
pany her, and will tranſmit to you 
an account of every event of im- 


portance that occur to us. 


My dear Lady Catherine, mall 
we not ſoon ſee you in town? you 


A 


have 
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have now, you know, a new duty 
to pay, ſince your ſiſter is a queen. 
Alas, how little is her title tos. 


be envied ! oy 


I am. ever your ſincere friend, 


JANE DUDLEY.. 


— 
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LETTER XVI,, 


LADY ANNE GREY 
T 0 


LADY CATHERINE HERBERT. 


— 


Your fiſter, my Catherine, ac- 
quits herſelf, in her exalted: ſtation, 
with the fame humility and affabi- 
Jity as in private life. There is in 
her noble air, a ſeriouſneſs which 
ſeems to ariſe from the apprehenſion 
of inſecurity in her new dignity, and 
a painful idea of not holding it bß 


5 a lawfſul 


— 
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a lawful claim. This, indeed, ſhe 
has frequently expreſſed, but her 
father and friends endeavour to re- 
aſſure her. 

As ſoon as ſhe was at liberty 
from the multitude of cares and bu- 
ſineſs, which ſhe was at once in- 
volved in, ſhe enquired what pri- 
ſoners were in the Tower, and. or- 
dered them to be brought to her 
in turn, that ſhe might attend to 
their claims. Many amongſt them 
ſhe heard, and ſet at liberty. 


The Duke of Norfolk, and Court- 
ney, ſon of the Marquis of Exeter, 
were at laſt introduced to her. Her 

render 
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tender and eompallionate heart 
was melted at the fight of the 
- wenerable - Norfolk, attainted, as 
he had been, by Harry the VIIIth. 
on no crime, but his ſuperior family 
honours and greatneſs, and being 
one of the firſt Noblemen in the 
kingdom. 


How many years had he been 
immured here, loſt to the world and 
his country; as had alſo the young 
and amiable Courtney, who poſſeſſes 
15 moſt elegant perſon nd gentle man- 
ners, but, being confined ſo young, 
appeared ignorant of many accom- 
pliſnments neceſſary to a young No- 


bleman; an air of dejection, mixed 
: | s | 


— 
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Wich reſignation? ſat on bis pale 
countenance, the ſenſibility and dig- 


nity of which prepoſſeſſed all hearts 


in his favour. He was, alſo, com- 
mitted without any crime of his 
own, when his father was at- 
tainted. 


An amiable and pleaſing Lady 
was next preſented, by the deſire of 


Courtney, who profeſſed himſelf deep- 
ly intereſted in her welfare. When 


ſhe was introduced to the Queen, 


and, after her firſt addreſs to her, 


on looking round the room, ſhe ſud- 


denly became faint, and was falling 
down, when I perceived her emo- 
tion, which, I thought, proceeded 
from her diſcovering Courtney among 

the 
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the company; but every one elſe, ** 


believe, icaputed it to the effects of 
ſickneſs, which her countenance evi- 


dently wore the traces of. 


She ſoon, however, recovered her 


ſpirits, and ſaid, ſhe was impriſoned 


by Biſhop' Cranmer's Councils to the 
Protector, in the beginning of Ed- 
ward's reign, and alſo a mother, 
who was fince dead; that her crime 
was an adherence ,to her religion, 
which was the Catholic. 


The noble freedom with which 
ſhe acknowledged this, pleaſed Lady 
Jane, as it did me, and we entreated 
the Duke of Suffolk to permit her 
to 


N 


<p 
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to remain with us, which he wil- 
lingly conſented to; at the fame 
time ſaying, that the Lady was at 


liberty, whenever ſhe choſe, to quit 
the Tower. But the Duke of Nor- 


folk and Courtney were not permit- 
ted to enjoy that liberty, till the new 


Queen was a little more eſtabliſhed, 
though they had leave to walk where 


they pleaſed within the Tower 


walls. 


As ſoon as we were alone with 
the lovely Lady Laurana de M, 


I intreated her to inform us of the 


Principal incidents of her life, if it 


was not, diſagreeable to her; that 


the voung Nobleman, who had laſt: 
Vor. 1 I. I been 
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been examined, profeſſed himſelf in- 
rereſted warmly in her happineſs, and 
that T had obſerved they both ſeemed 
much affected at their meeting in 
the Queen's preſence, though re- 
ſpect for her had kept them ſilent, 
or ſome other motive to me un- 


known. 


| Tears of ſenſibility filled her eyes 
at my requeſt, and flowed down her 
pale cheek, on which ea had 


*F ; eeply preyed. 


| | After a little pauſe, he ſaid, ſhe ; 
was much obliged to me for the 
concern 1 took in her affairs, and 


would 


LADY - JANE GREY. 121 


would moſt willingly comply with 


did. 


LADY LAURANAS'S STORY. 


rents had ſome years been ſettled in 


them a diſguſt to it, and wounded 


their heatWy, too deeply to permit | 


them again t to reſide in it. 


12 I was 


my requeſt, which ſhe immediately 


MY family is Italian, and noble, 
of the houſe of M—=, My pa- 


England, having quitted their o 
city, Florence, on account of à tra- 
gical family event, which had given 
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I was their only child, and beni 
vp in their faith. At length my 
'Ather died, and my mother ſtill con- 
tinued here, living as the gentry 
of this kingdom, but not in a ſpen- 
did or conſpicuous manner, for ſne 
greatly preferred retirement. 


In the beginning of Edward's 
reign, the kingdom was divided with | | 
religious diſputes, which were car- 
ried on with ſuch violence and inve- 

teracy, that the ſpirit of perſecution 

was very prevalent even among Pro- 
teſtants, though they greatly con- 
bs demned the Catholics for it; and 
the Protector was too much guided 


by Biſhop Cranmer, in impriſoning, x 
and frequently puniſhing with tor- 


cur e . 
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ture, thoſe who differed from them, 

in matters which were deemed- by 
cach party eſſential; ſo that even | 
women did not eſcape their tyranny. 
Amongſt the reft my mother and 
myſelt, young as E then was, not 
more than twelve years old, were 
impriſoned for our obſtinacy in our 
Principles. 


Thus you Fe. di that my 


heart has early learnt to ſuffer, 
While my mother lived, however, 


it was tolerable to me; her conver- 
ſation and inſtructions, in every part 
of education, which ſhe was com- 
pletely accompliſhed in, filled up 
great part of our time. We had a 


1 3 | guitar, 


Lb JANE OBBY. — 


224 
guitar, with ſome muſic and other 
books, which we ſtudied till we had 
them by heart; and being Permit- 
i ted ſometimes to take a little air, 
the confinement feemed to me ſo 
much like that of 2 nunnery, that 
it did not colt me my chearfulneſs; 
and my mother endeavoured to 
maintain her's, that ſhe might ren- 
der my lot more tolerable, —— | 
But, alas! at the end of four years, 


my dear mother died, after a lin- 
gering illneſs, occaſioned, doubt- 
leſs, by her misfortunes, and the 
regrets ſhe felt on my account, 

which, as ſhe carefully kept them 
from, injured. her health ſtill more 
effectually. 
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I had watched over her with un- 
remitting attention, during her tedi- 
ous decay; but, when I found ſne 
was gone for ever, my grief was ſo 


violent and exceſſive, that they 
could ſcarcely tear me away from 
the inſenſible body, which I fondly _ 
hung over, and ſuffered. more than: 
it is in the power of language ta 
deſcribe in the contemplation of. 
They conveyed me into another 
apartment, in a very different part 


of the Tower. 


| For a while I gave: myſelf up to 
ſorrow, nor could: any thing divert 
my attention from it; but I ſat ſtu- | 
pid and e by any of my 
former. 
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former a avocations. For ſome months | 
I continued in this way; looking out 

at my little grated e was the | 
only amuſement I took. 


The anxieties of my mind were, 
at length, by ſlow degrees, relieved, 
by the voice of a young man con- 

| fined in the next apartment to mine, 

At firſt I paid little attention to | 

him; and if 1 did, it was with 
a diſguſt, as - mulic but ill-ac- 
corded with my grief, But, by de- 
grees, as 1t abated, I began to liſten | 
to him, by way of amuſement. 


It was a long time before I had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him; but the 
found 
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ſound of his: voice was - Fathiliap to 
me, both in ſinging and reading, 
which he always did aloud, fre- 
quently poetry, which he recited 


with a great deal of taſte and 


judgment. 


I had formed a pleaſing idea of 
him, from the knowledge I had of 
his ſentiments: he would frequently, 
in his poetry, lament, in the mot 
pathetic manner, the loſs of liberty f 
being ſhut up from the charms of 
| ſociety, the difficulty which he had 
to obtain knowledge and improve- 
ment of mind, and the defire of 
thoſe endearing family connections 
which bleſt his childhood; then 
15 | would 
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would he fotace his mit with the 


reflection, that the tyranny of others, 
and not his own guilt,. had occa- 
fioned this long confinement, which 
gave him ſtill a hope that Provi- 
dence . would, ſome way or other, 
procure the means of his deliver- 


ancc.. 


He too well painted his own lot, 
not to penetrate my heart with. a 
hvely ſenſe of his grief, as well as 
his merit; and, indeed, theſe amuſe- 
ments were the only ones which 1 
enjoyed. 


* 


I wreceived great improvement | 
Th: the books he read, which. 


were. 
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were frequently: on learned and ſtu- 
dious ſubjects Jometimes religious; 
from theſe laſt, I found. he was of. 
the Romiſh church. 


It was near three months, that: 
this inviſible youth entertained me 
daily, unconſcious of the pleaſure 
he gave. One day, tooking out at: 
my window, I faw a young man 
walking in a little garden, into 
which it looked; the dignity. of his 
air, and the elegance of his perſon, | 
though in diſabille, excited my at- 
tention. I had frequently feen peo- 
ple walking there, but none had 
ever gained from me a moment's. 
notice. I ſecretly wiſhed: this might 

: be 
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be the unknown perſon, his had 
ſo greatly gained upon ny eſteem 
and W 


As he walked, he caſt his eyes 
up at the windows, and at laſt 
fixed them on mine. -!] attracted 
his obſervation ; he locked more 
eagerly at my face, and at laſt 
- obliged me to retire, from a ſenti- 
ment of modeſty, which would not 
permit me to ſupport ſo ſteady an 
obſerver, I, ſeveral days after this, 
ſaw the young man, who always 
paid me the ſame attention; but 
the garden was too cloſely guarded 
to permit him to ſpeak, had he 
wiſhed it, 25 


One 
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One evening, as the refulgent 
radiance, with which the moon ſhone 
through my little grated caſement, 
invited me to open it, while the 
recollection of thoſe rural pleaſures 
I had been accuſtomed to enjoy 
before my captivity; the charming 
ſcenes of variegated nature, which 
remembered with peculiar de- 
light, mixed with melancholy at the 
thoughts of enjoying them no long- 
er, at laſt, imperceptibly introduced 
my dear departed mother to my 
mind, with many tender ſcenes. of 
my .childhood and youth, when I 
was the object of all her cares. — 
I know not how long I was en- 
gaged in theſe reveries, but that 


] was 
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J was recalled from them by the | 
well-known voice in the garden, 
who ſung to his guitar the follow- 
ing words: 
I. 
How ſweet the roſe—the lilly fair, 


The morn of ſpring ſerene 
How ſweet the ſummer's cloſing day, 


And moonlight's filver ſcene. 


IT. 

But ſweeter far the gen'rous heart, 
With friendſhip's flame impreſt; 
Or the firſt dawn of tender love, 
Which fires the artleſs breaſt. 


III. 
7 But where are nature's pleaſing powers, 
While darkneſs ſpreads its gloom ? 
And diſtant from the fragrant flowers, 
We loſe the ſweet perfume, 


ry” - 
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| IV. | 
Thus when the night of abſence reigns, 
The joys of converſe fled | 
Fair friendſhip droops, and plaintive 
ſtrains 


Declare all pleaſure dead. 


I looked out with caution, leſt 
he ſhould obſerve my curioſity z 
but finding his eyes fixed on the 
window, I haſtily withdrew myſelf; 
he then ſung and played another 
air, expreſſive of love, and regret 
for the loſs of liberty. 


I ſhut the window haſtily, and 
retired to my bed; but it was only 
to ruminate over this incident, in 
which I felt an exceſs of pain and 


pleaſure | 
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pleaſure, Greatly rejoiced was I 


ro be aſſured that this young man 


was the ſame perſon, whoſe ſenti- 


ments and employments I was fo 
well acquainted with. Pleaſed and 
captivated with his perſon alſo, 
I felt inexpreſſible delight, that 1 
was not indifferent to him; but. 


when 1 conſidered the ſituation we 


were both in, my ſorrow was with- 
out bounds.—-I ſpent the night in 
tears; and my paſſions, ever impe- 
tuous, were a ſource of miſery to 
me, which found no relief from 
hope. | 


The next day, however, I re- 


ſolved to improve the liberty L had 
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of walking in the ſame garden, and 
which I had never an inclination 
to do before, I went out, and ſaw 
the young man at- the window, who 
ſeemed delighted to ſee me there; 
at the next turn I ſaw him not, 
but was reſolved to take another, 
in hopes of his returning again; 
he had retired to write the follow- - 
ing billet, which he dropped at my 
f.et,—I looked round, and ſeeing 
no one, took it up, and retired 
with it to my apartment, 


« An unfortunate man, who has 
« been a priſoner of ſtate more 
cc than fix years; à ſtranger to joy; 
« an alien from ſociety, has re- 

You. J. 
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i ceived from the fair one this is 
c addreſſed to, a deliglit unfelt be- 
fore. Innocent of any crime, yet 
e without any preſent proſpect of 
« a releaſe, let your pity ſoften 
« my folitude, —Let me have the 
te pleaſure of ſeeing you daily in 
e this garden, and from this let 
«« me judge of your compaſſion, 

« COURTNEY.” 
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This note afforded me exquiſite. 
delight: I found that this ftranger 


had made an impreſſion on my 
heart, which nothing could eraſe. 


I waited with impatience the next 
day for the hour of walking; our 
| eyes 
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eyes met, and eaſily explained to 
each other that our love was mu- 
tual. From this time, frequent let- 
ters to each other imparted our 
ſentiments, while I continued to be 
the inviſible and filent auditor of 
his ſolitary amufements; which 1 
was reſolved, however, not to in- 
form him of; as I thought it 
would ſet him on his guard more, 
and I ſhould not be enabled to 
judge ſo well of the ſincerity of his 
love for me, which I did not doubt 
would influence his amuſements: in 
this 1 was not degeived, for inſtead 
of learned ſtudies, almoſt all his 
attention was now conſtantly turned 
to ſubjeQs of poetry and ſentiment. 

K 2+ , —Almoſtt 


L * 
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| — Almoſt every day produced new 


compoſitions of his own, on thoſe 
themes; but the deſpair which ran 
through them, awoke my tendereſt 


__ compaſſion, 


One day, when I was walking in 
à retired part of the garden, I was 
{urprized to ſee Courtney haſtening 


to meet me z—as ſoon as he ap- 


proached, he ſaid his love and de- 
ſpair had determined him to riſk 


every thing, for the pleaſure of a 


moment's converſation with me; 


that it was againſt the rules of the 


place, for more than one priſoner 


to be in the garden at once, but 
that he had got down unobſerved 


by 
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by the guard, though he knew he 
He 
then, in lively terms, expreſſed his 
paſſion ; entreated me, if ever we 
were at liberty, to conſent to be 


his; to inform him of my name 


had not a moment to ſtay. 


and abode, and during our captivi- 
ty, to anſwer his letters. 


My ſolicitude for his ſafety, ba- 
niſhed all reſerve from my words 
and behaviour; I acknowledged my 
intereſt in his ſafety, and told him, 
I would inform him by a letter 
who I Was, and any thing elſe he 
wiſhed to know, earneſtly beſeech- 
ing him to be gone that inſtant, 
He threw. himſelf at my feet, and 


Ka kiſſed 
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kiſſed my hand, in an extacy of 
gratitude at my condeſcenſion, and . . 
haſtily left me. 


The next day I fulfilled my pro- 

. 113 E. 
miſe, and writ to. him, acquainting 
him with my ſtory, and the little 
hopes 1 had of obtaining my liber- 
ty; ſtill concealing my knowledge 


of his ſolitary employments, but de- 


claring myſelf ſo ſincerely attached 
to him, that I did not wiſh for 
liberty while he continued a pri- 
ſoner; recommending 1t to him, to 
hope that heaven would not permit 


us, innocent as we were of any 
crime againſt the ſtate, to remain 


for ever in captivity; and adding, 
that 
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that patience and | reſignation were 
the moſt probable means of light- 
ening, as well as ſhortening it. I 
threw this letter out at the window, 
and ſaw him take it up. 


The next day, I went into the 
garden as uſual, and walked ſome 
time, ſeeing him at the window ; he 
left it, and I withdrew to the re- 
tired part of the garden, where I 
had before ſeen him, and deter- 
mined to wait there till he had 
time to write, which J imagined he 
had gone away to do, when how 
was I ſhocked and furprized, to fee 
him haſtening to meet me! know- 
ing, as 1 did, the danger of it; 
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but 1 could not perſuade him to 
leave me for nearly half an hour, 


nor would he permit me to leave 


him; at length, however, he went 


away, but he had been obſerved, 


and was reprimanded by the keeper 


ſeverely, though reſpectfully, and 
2 ſuffered to go into his apartment. 


I was ſoon after returning to 


mine, but was told, that oür con- 


nection was diſcovered; firſt, by our 


communication by letters thrown out 


at the window, and then, by our 


interview in the garden; that it 
was an affair by no means to be 
permitted, and that, therefore; 1 
muſt retire to another part of the 


Tower. 
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x 
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Tower. The keeper then conduct 


me into the apartment that my poor 
mother died in, making an apology 
for his conduct, and ſaying he muſt 

fulfill his orders. 


1 was fo ſtruck with grief and 
horror at the place I was returned 
to, that it ſtopped my utterance, 
and ſuſpended, at firſt, every other 
thought : all the circumſtances of 
my mother's death recurred to my 
memory, and filled me with the 
keeneſt . anguiſh, When I had ex- 
hauſted thoſe firſt emotions, I re- 
volved in my mind my diſtance 
from Courtney, and the loſs, per- 
haps, for ever, of his ſociety, What 

| a diſ- 
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a diſtrating 1dea! though my feel- 
ings were naturally violent, reaſon 
and virtue had always ſome power 
over them: no reaſon now came to 
my aid; even the dictates of reli- 
gion were unattended to. The paſ- 
ſion | felt for Courtney, the de- 
pair that the loſs of his converſa- 


tion poſſeſſed me with, unſoftened 
by any friendly remonſtrances, un- 
diveſted by any amuſement or avo- 
cation, found within my breaſt a 
miſery too great for any weak frame 
to ſupport. 


A violent fever ſucceeded the firſt 
diſtraction of my mind; I had 


every aſſiſtance afforded me, and a 
careful > | 


* 
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careful nurſe to attend me; but for 
a long time 1- was inſenſible to. 
every thing, and when my body 
was tolerably reſtored, a deep me- 
lancholy, and perfect indifference to 


life ſucceeded. I ſhould not have. 


attended to the food neceſſary for 
my exiſtence, had not my nurſe 
uſed every argument to prevail on 
me to eat of what they brought, 


which, to avoid being teized, I did. 


At laſt, I was permitted to walk 


upon the battlements of the Tower 
for a little air, but not to go into 
the garden I ufed to frequent: my 
nurſe ſupported my feeble ſteps, but 
as I could not walk far, I ſat down 
diſcon- 
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diſconſolately, mourning my hard 
fate; to be thus removed from the | 
only perſon in the world who was 
intereſted about me, or who felt for 
me the ſweet ſentiments of friend- 
ſhip. Yet I, every day, took the 
advantage they gave me of quitting 
my hated cel] for a ſhort time, 
though a little freſh 'air was all the 
benefit I reaped from it, for 1 
neither ſaw, nor heard, any thing 
of the unfortunate Courtney. This 
was my ſituation on your Majeſty's 
entrance into the Tower, and on 
your enquiring what priſoners of 
rank were here, I was brought into 
your preſence. | 


«£74 
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The fair Laurana here concluded 
her narrative: the Queen expreſſed 
the warmeſt eſteem for her, ſaid ſhe 
| ſhould rejoice to give liberty of per- 
ſon and conſcience to all, and to 


reign over a free people, whom ſhe 
wiſhed to attach to her, only by 


her ſolicitude to render them happy. 


She added, that ſhe feared fo 
powerful a Duke as Norfolk, would 
not be permitted by her council to 
be ſet at liberty, and it would be 
too glaring a partiality to releaſe 
Courtney without him, till her ac- 
ceſſion to the crown was a little 
more ratified by the voice of the 
people; that Mary was in arms, 


and 
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and the conteſt doubtful, but that 
| however it terminated, it could not 
but be favorable to Courtney, and 
conſequently to herſelf; ſhe there- 
- fore entreated her to render herſelf 
completely eaſy, and be affured that 
they would be permitted to ſce 
each other as often as they- pleaſed. 
She ſaid, ſhe would immediately 
ſend again for Courtney, who doubt- 
leſs was very deſirous to entertain 


his fair miſtreſs. 


A meſtenger was then ſent for 
him, and he foon appeared, with 
that elegant and noble air, which 
is the effect of refined ſentiments 
and a great mind,——That fickly 


languor 


* 
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languor, which was diffuſed over 
his face at his firſt entrance, was 
changed to a lively red, at. the 
fight” of the fair Lady Laurana. | 


The Queen, in the moſt anima- 
ted terms, expreſſed her concern, 
that ſo amiable a. young nobleman 
ſhould have been ſo long fecluded 
from ſociety, to which he would 
have been an ornament. She ſaid, 
ſhe had frequently regretted his fare, 
during the life of the late King, as 
his majeſty alſo had; but he could 
not prevail on the Protector to re- 
leaſe him. She then added the rea- 
ſons before given to Lady Laurana, 

oe which 


UM 
7 
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which obliged her to detain him a 
little while longer in the Tower; 
but ſaid, ſhe would contribute al] 
in her power to prevent his feeling 
himſelf a priſoner. 


Courtney thanked her, with an 


appearance of ingenuous gratitude, 


for her goodneſs to him; and then 
approaching the object of his ten⸗ 
dereſt concern, who looked ready 
| | to faint, in the molt affecting man- 


ner, he expreſſed his joy to ſee. 


her again, whom he thought he had 


Joſt for ever; and a ſcene of ten- 
derneſs paſſed between them, which 


— — —̃ — — 9 


I can never do Juſtice to; and, in- 
deed, we ſoon left them, thinking it 
would 
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would be more pleaſing to them to 
enjoy their tranfparts- alone. 


1 afterwards required him to re- 
late wnat his ſituation was, when he 
found he had loſt his fair miſtreſs. 
He faid, he had no intimation 
given him of Lady Laurana's de- 
parture from her room; he therefore 
watched all the next day for her 
appearance in the garden, and find- 
ing, toward duſk, that ſhe did not 
come down as uſual, he went into 
it himſelf, waiting for her appear- 
ance at her window, but ſhe ap- 
peared not; he then played ſome 
of his favorite airs, and ſung them 
to his guitar; ſtill, however, no 


Vor. I. Laurana 
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Laurana appeared, not even for 
a moment: as the darkneſs ap- 
proached, he intreated her, in the 
moſt plaintive manner, to give him | 
ſome ſignal of her being till in her 
room; but all in vain, no - ſignal, 
no anſwering voice, - no Laurana 


appeared. 


Sometimes he thought ſhe was 
dead; ſometimes that ſhe had left 
the Tower, and that he ſhould 
never ſee her again; at other times, 
his gloomy mind, half-diſtracted with 
a. horrid ſuſpenſe, would imagine he 
heard her voice in ſcreams of ago- 
ny; he would then ſtart from his 
bed, and liſten with the moſt: fear- 
ful 
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ful attention; when every hollow 
ſtep, every reſounding echo, which. 
broke through the ſilence of the 
night, in that manſion of ſtrength, 
| would raiſe a thouſand dreadful 
ideas, and apparitions of horror to 
his diſtempered fancy. 


At length time, that ſoother of 
grief, a little abated his diſtraction, 
and reaſon aſſumed, by flow degrees, 
her power over his ſoul, which ena- 
bled him to have recourſe to his 
ſtudies, and, after a while, allowed 
him to . amuſe himſelf with his 
guitar, 


L 2 Though 
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| Though he avoided the ſubject 
of love with the greateſt induſtry, 
he ſaid he one day, without conſide- 
ration, touched the notes of a little 
air, with which he firft addreſſed 
Lady Laurgna, on the ſubject of 
love. The words recurred to his 
memory, and, with them, the whole 
train of thoſe ideas, which had al- 
moſt deprived him of reaſon— 
the effect had almoſt again deranged 
his mind, and it was ſome days be- 
fore he could recover any thing like 


tranquility. 


This was his fituation when the 
Queen's meſſage reached him: he 


ſtarted from his ſeat, looked wildly | 
round 
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round him, but could not, for "© 
while, comprehend what was meaned 3 
by it. Be. 


So many events, new and aſto- 
niſhing to a man, who had been a 
priſoner more than fix years, and, 
in all that time, had never known 


the leaſt circumſtance of what was 


doing in the world, only that Henry 
was dead, and ſucceeded by Edward, 
a minor, which he had learned 
from Lady Laurana's ſtory. To be 
informed, at preſent, that Edward 
was alſo dead; that he had excluded 
his ſiſter from the ſucceſſion, and 
left his Crown to Lady Jane 

„ Grey, 
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Grey, and that this new. Queen 
had ſent. for himz what could it 


mean? to what new fate was he 
reſerved ! 


Yet he reflected may, per- 
haps, ſee again my charming Lau- 
rana, if ſhe ſtill lives. This hope 
animated him to appear before the 
new Queen with ſome degree of 
reſolution. N 


Both the Queen and myſelf were 
greatly affected, with the ſufferings 
of theſe amiable lovers, and we 
ſhall rejoice exceedingly to ſee them 
happy. | 


Lady 
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Lady Laurana, and myſelf, 
are already united in a ſincere 
and tender friendſhip. . I know 
but of one fault ſhe has, which is 
a little too much bigotry to the 
religion ſhe has been brought up 
in, by which I do not mean con- 
ſtancy, which I approve of as 
much as ſhe does, but - want of 


charity. 


But all her paſſions and feelings 
are naturally violent and exceſſive; 
yet her manners are pentle, and 
her heart artleſs and good, and ſhe 
takes infinite pains to preſerve the 
authority of reaſon over her foul. 


She 
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She is a charming woman, wh as 
her health returns, thoſe beaute- 
ous eyes, .over which fickneſs 
had caſt her vell, now ſhines 


every day with increaſing ſplen- 


— 


dour, as do alſo her lover's, who is 
one of the fineſt figures, and has 


the moſt animated countenance 1 
ever ſaw. 


1 have written you a long letter, 
my Catherine. Inform me very ſoon 
that your health is amended, which 
1 am exceedingly ſorry to hear is 


ſo interrupted; and that you will 


come and pay your duty to your 


Queen, who has now a claim 


to 
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to your attention ſuperior to that 
of ſiſter. | ; 


* 


Adieu, my deareſt couſin, 
Your 


ANNE GREY, 


* 


LETTER 
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LETTER XKXVIL 


TO AND FROM THE SAME. 


| AH, my deareft Lady Catherine, 
we have the moſt dreaded news to 
tell you !—the victorious Mary is 
almoſt at our gates the Duke of 
Northumberland is taken—and all 
ranks of people are ready to ac- 
knowledge the ſiſter of Edward as 
their only rightful Queen, | 


May 


LADY JANE OR EY. 161 


May God ſupport Lady Jane 
ſupport us all to ſuſtain this fatal 
blow to all our hopes. The Duke 
and Ducheſs, and Lord Guildford, are 
almoſt diſtracted with apprehenſion. 
but the excellent Jane preſerves the 
ſame ſerenity of mind; endeavours 
to conſole her parents and huſband, 
and poſſeſſes that only true dignity, 
which is the ſame in all events. 


Lady Jane Dudley is inconſola- 
ble for her father-in-law, and huſ- 
band, who 1s with him. Poor Lady, 
how I pity herz ſhe has ſcarce 
known any thing but tragic ſcenes 
in her family. 5 


But, 


162 Lady JANE GREY, | 

But if Mary ſucceeds, and there 
is now but little reaſon to doubt 
that ſhe will, we ſhall be involved 
in one common ruin; our families 
fo large, connected by intermar- 
riages, and unanimous in the. pre- 
ſent cauſe, —1 almoſt fear this 
news will retard the recovery of 
your health, my Catherine, but 1 
could not avoid giving it you, and 
| you might, from common report, 
hear it repreſented worſe, perhaps, 
if poſſible, than it is. 


Lady Jane has prevailed on Lady 
Laurana, with great difficulty, and 
with the aſſiſtance of her lover's ar- 
guments, to retire into France or 
Italy, 


LADY JANE GREY. i63 


Italy, and remain in a convent till 
his releaſe; and- has appointed a 
perſon, whom the could confide in, 
to conduct her there in ſafety; but 
no words can do juſtice to their 
pathetic parting ſcene. 


Surely, 
never were ſouls more formed for 
each other, nor more deeply im- 
preſſed with that gift of heavenly 
ſenſibility; a gift which none would 
part with who poſſeſs it; and few, 
believe, defire it, who do not; 
and which is, perhaps, more allied 


to miſery than to happineſs. | 


In Lady Jane, indeed, her large 
ſhare of it appears with high luſtre; 
being attempered with ſtrength of 

| reaſon, 


I „ „ 
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reaſon, guarded .by the balmy power 


of religion, which heals the wounds 


made by it before they rankle. 


Farewell, dear Lady Catherine, 


may heaven prepare your mind to 


ſupport every viciſſitude; and, 0 


that Lady Jane's party may yet be 
victorious. 


ANNE GREY 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVIII. - 
LADY Jani OGurYy 
T 0 


LADY CATHERINE HERBERT. 


—ů— ̃ —ö 


THE idle pageantry of ſtate is 
over, my dear Catherine, and your 
ſiſter, that upſtart Queen, whom a 
fatal ambition has impoſed on the 


people, is now, after a ten day's 
reign, depoſed, and obliged to open 
her gates to the rightful ſucceſſor. 


Mary 


| 
| 
4 

| 

| 

| 

1 

| 

j 

| 
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Mary is received by all; Papiſts 


and Proteftants, all acknowledge 
her their lawful Queen; ſhe pro- 


miſes fair: may 1t pleaſe the Al- 
mighty, that the purity of our holy 
faith remain unaltered, and I ſhall 
With re- 
gard to myſelf, I reſigned my 


rejoice at the change. 


crown with that tranſcendent de- 
light, which no words can expreſs ; 


may I again be permitted to taſte 


the joys of domeſtic life, they will 
be doubly cheriſhed by me, from 
the ſhort experience I have had of 
the toils of greatneſs, and the dan- 


gers of ambition; but I do not ima- 


gine we ſhall ſoon enjoy again our 
liberty. We are, indeed, permitted 
5 to 
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to converſe with each other, which 
ſoftens, in a great degree, our con- 
finement, Yet F fear greatly for 
my friends; Northumberland's ſpirit 
is too well known, to imagine he 
will be ſecure from the Queen's 
reſentment, and we have all but 
too much reaſon to. fear leſt we 


ſhould. not be ſpared. 


May we be reſigned to our fate ; 
all is permitted by divine Provi- 
dence, for wiſe purpoſes to us un- 
known._——Yet I greatly condemn 
myſelf, that I did not more obſli- 
nately reſiſt their importunities, but 


that, with my eyes open to the 
precipice before me, I was ſo irre- 
„ M = ſiſtibly 
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| Giftibly biafſed by filial duty, as to. 


plunge headlong over it, and bear 
down in my fall, ſo many of thoſe 
that are deareſt to me. My folly, 


is indeed unpardonable. 


Jam almoſt afraid to ſend this 


letter, yet there is in it nothing 
inimical to the Queen. I will com- 


mit it to Lady Anne's care, who 


has conveyed to you the others. 


Adieu, do not grieve too much, 
my ſweet ſiſter; but endeavour to 


raiſe your mind above human 


events, and, with a ſtedfaſt ſoul, 
look to that ſcene of future hap- 
pineſ prepared for the virtuous.— 


I I 


ä — a 


2 — — —— 
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cloſing hour, whenever it ſhall hap-- 


pen, when all mortal ſupports fail, 
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1 freely acknowledge my errors, yet 


has my heart never deviated from 
that rectitude of intention, which: 


has been its ſolace through all the 
afflictions I have hitherto ſuſtained, 
and will, T truſt, ſupport it at that 


and the feeble lamp of vitality is 

quivering on, a point, and juſt 

about to take its flight for ever. 
Pray ſor your 

1 

- JANE ann 


— n * 
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